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Grabo Story

It all started from the bottom of a basement 
40 years ago. The idea was neat and simple: 
the world needs more balloons.
By the time Giorgio Grassi, founder and 
owner, chose the path that would have 
established him as the world leader in this 
sector, balloons were still far away from 
being as popular as they are now. The 
potential was surely impressive but the fact 
remained: there wasn’t enough balloons 
and the  world needed more.
So Mr. Grassi rolled up his sleeves and 
started building the first foil producing 
machine.
Clearly things couldn’t have been as easy 
as planned. Giorgio Grassi is a renowned 
optimist and, even if the first trial did not go 
as planned, he felt he needed to continue to 
pursue his big goal.
So, after a few attempts, some burnouts & 
blackouts, a couple of non-floating balloons 
and a number of hand scars, the first balloon 
was ready. 
The atmosphere while inflating it for the first 
time was surreal, almost religious. It was a 
beautiful flying disc-looking silver balloon.
Now, in modern days, we simply call that v 
Round 18inc Silver and it is Grabo’s bread 

and butter balloon. Among more than 3.000 
balloons this one stands out as our oldest 
and wisest. The Gandalf or Yoda of balloons!
Between the first balloon and the 3.000+ 
that Grabo produces now there have been 
quite a few vicissitudes and ups and downs. 
Between 2011 and 2017 Grabo opened 
3 new facilites almost tripling its space; 
Grabo International was lauched  with great 
success. 
Grabo went from its initial stage of being a 
domestic centered business to becoming 
today a worldwide leader in foil balloon 
production.
Now we currently produce more than 
6 million balloons every month with the 
perspective to continue growing.
But the best part, which is also the most 
important, is that Grabo has always been a 
family.
Who started with Grabo many years ago 
and quickly became central in our circle is 
still, to this day, with us in Grabo. 
The same has been for acquired partners 
during the years. We are extremely proud to 
say that choosing Grabo is felt as a long-
term decision: a decision of excellence.
Quality, service, innovation, passion defines 
our excellence. 

Now, after all these years, we still have 
the ambition to continue expanding, the 
creativity to back-up our plans and the will 
to reach the objective.
We are reaching for the stars, starting from 
a basement.
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Father and Sons
Team for success
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“40 years is a long time. It’s an outstanding 
goal. Most of all, 40 years is more than half of 
my life. When all this started, in the summer 
of ’82, when I fell in love watching a balloon, I 
would not have thought that sensation would 
have brought me here, to where I am today. 
So much water has passed under the bridge 
and so many important things have happened 
during these years it is hard to list them. But 
there is one thing that fills my heart more than 
the others.

I am very proud to say that the most beautiful 
thing that has been created is a family of 
people I truly respect and love.

In these years we managed to create a 
network of relations stretching from the North 
Pole to the South Pole, From Vladivostok to 
San Francisco. Before acquiring clients, we 
went out in search for partners. And nothing 
but a grand friendship can grow from a solid 
and sound basis of respectful and competent 
partners.

Now we have friends from all over the world 
with whom we can share ideas, thoughts, 
values.

And the same is here inside the company. 
a-workers that have been in Grabo, working 
elbow to elbow, that have been beside me all 
these years, are and always have been friends, 
family.

Continuity: 40 years and 2 generations. On top 
of the family in Grabo, we have also brought 
the second generation into the company to 
pave the way towards a brighter and more 
glorious future.

In the past years we sensitively increased our 
catalogue and capabilities, our talents and 
awareness, further structuring the company, 
pursuing a sustainable and durable growth, 
expanding our worldwide reach, innovating 
equipment, machinery and tools.

I would not know how to explain 40 years in 
this business. I only know what this business 
has given back to me. And I could not feel 
more grateful.

I cannot be sure, but I think that working with 
balloons, in beauty and elegance, with grace 
and refinement, lightheartedly could be the 
trick to a happy life.

I honestly don’t know, but I’d really like you 
to think about it. When you inflate a balloon 
or when you sell one, when you deliver a 
composition or prepare a big event that could 
be for your child, your parent or friend – give it 
thought. And think about happiness.

Here’s to a grandiose 40 years.”

President and CEO
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Our New
Project
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n Just as Grabo's identity is recognised in 
its philosophy towards its product, it can 
also be rediscovered in its design choices 
for social collaboration. Over the years, 
the company has been concerned about 
the value of renewable and sustainable 
energy and the importance of social and 
cultural food development, a legacy of 
its territory. But the goal is to go further. 
In 2021 Grabo chose to collaborate with 
the innovative LET IT TREES. An Italian 
start-up born with the aim of developing 
and making the protection of our planet's 
green lung more and more efficient.
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The environmental reforestation and 
natural conservation project is located in 
the Lagoa da Confusão area, in the state 
of Tocantins in Brazil.
Here LET IT TREES works in two 
phases: preserving the territories and 
replanting the deforested areas, with the 
aim of countering the environmental and 
cultural disaster that has been ravaging 
the Amazon for decades.

Thanks to the concession of 10,279 
hectares, tropical territories that are 
home to more biodiversity than any forest 
in the world, we can now do our part too.
There are many who are committed 
to safeguarding the Amazon, large 
institutions and small organisations, 
well-known personalities and ordinary 
people, the Indians who live there and 
experience its devastation every day 
and this is how Grabo joined the 
initiative by adopting 100 hectares of 
land. By virtue of this original and useful 

project, brands, companies and individuals 
can contribute to environmental sustainability.

And now thanks to is collaboration, Grabo 
also offers an opportunity to each of us who 
want to affect the fate of the world. The cost 
of adoptions his within everyone's reach: from 
the individual consumer to small companies 
and the contribution of each adoption will be 
valid until 2050 (in line with the European 
Commission's objectives on zeroing CO2 
emissions) Therefore, with this collaboration, 
Grabo underlines the green path that it has 
decided to undertake towards a cleaner, 
healthier and more decent world. By enriching 
the image and the value that this represents 
for an idea of a that the company wants to 
pursue as a fundamental virtue of those who 
are part of it.
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Our Green
Area

First things first: we care about the 
health of our planet and for the 

health of our employees.
Grabo protects its small forest 

where we are continuing to plant 
trees and where we have built a 

yurt which is a portable round tent 
covered with skins or felt and used 

as a dwelling by several distinct 
nomadic groups in the steppes of 

Central Asia.
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PHOTOVOLTAIC
In 2019 we installed a 352 Kwp photovoltaic 
system covering the entire useful surface of 
the roofs of the production sector.
To date we have produced 1200 MWh of 
energy with this plant. We have avoided 
CO2 (carbon dioxide) emissions for a total 
of 500,000 kg.
We have therefore planted an equivalent of 
14,000 trees. We are also installing a new 
50 Kwp power plant on Top the warehouse 
which will allow us to further reduce CO2 
emissions into the atmosphere.

EUROPE 
In line with the vulnus of the European 
directive on the reduction of the use of 
disposable plastics we are using new 
materials for the production of the sticks 
and straws of our balloons. The research 
and development department within the 
company is also operating on two very 
important projects for environmental v:
- Use of biodegradable materials for the 
production of balloons
- Recycling of balloon waste materials.

Photovoltaic
System
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Green
Project

My name is Giorgio Grassi and I am a well-known 
entrepreneur. Born in the early fifties in Rimini, the 
city of Federico Fellini. I started Grabo Balloons, the 
mother of other companies, in 1982, in the garage 
of my home a few miles away from Rimini, in the 
quiet countryside. And brought it to worldwide fame 
and notoriousness. 

It is known all over the world for innovation, quality, 
reliability and service and its products are sold in all 
5 continents of the globe. But life is not all about 
entrepreneurship and success.

Sometimes we must remember that we are 
human beings before businessmen. 
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Therefore, I started an ambitious agricultural 
project in 2018 called Terre di Grabo. We take 
inspiration from the principles of Permaculture 
and biodynamic pharming, aiming to restore 
the fertility of soils, currently ravaged by 
abuse of fertilizers and pesticides. Through 
our Cooperative we have brought back to life 
many hectares of land, cultivating them with 
vineyards, olive trees, ancient grains and 
fresh vegetables. 

This will allow both the terrains and the food 
to achieve outstanding quality, deliciousness 
and freshness, rich in nutrients, vitamins 
and minerals, with full devoted respect to 
nature. And all in a spirit of giving, of caring, 
of sharing. To keep a balance, with what we 
have and what we give, between what we 
are and what we do. To remember we are 
just human beings, here for just a little while. 
To make this a better place. I am delighted 
to say that after 2 years this project is 
now steadily bringing healthy food, clean 
beverages and sustainability education to 
a great number of people who love fresh, 
nutrient food. To watch planted seeds grow 
is one of the greatest joys of one’s life. I 

am glad to say that our land has now a 
shop, an e-commerce and a distributing 
point. We simply can’t wait to bring this 
worldwide.

Recently my family and I have given rise 
to a new project located in our area, as an 
expansion to the Terre di Grabo business.
We are taking care of 10 hectares of 
vineyards from which we obtain excellent 
wines such as Sangiovese, Rebola, 
Bombino and Cabernet Franc. All organic 
wines that we keep in our cellars of Tenuta 
Gaiano. We are always ready to expand to 
new initiatives that have the conservation 
of our territory as their implication and 
to carry out a sustainable and natural 
philosophy.
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